
 
 

20th June 2017 
 
Community Relations Team 
Infrastructure, Housing and Employment  
Department of Planning & Environment 
GPO Box 39 
Sydney NSW 2001 

 
Emailed: community@planning.nsw.gov.au & Manon.Lapierre@planning.nsw.gov.au 

                                                                                   Your Reference: email dated 16/5/2017  
                                                                                       Our Reference: OUT17/23859 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide advice on planning for Sydney’s North West Priority 
Growth Area – Land Use and Infrastructure Implementation Plan.  This is a response from 
NSW Department of Planning & Environment – Division of Resources and Geoscience – 
Geological Survey of New South Wales (GSNSW).  
 
GSNSW has a role in providing advice to ensure that access to the State’s mineral, 
construction material and energy resources is considered by government planners when 
making decisions about land use. In relation to development in the Greater Sydney Region, 
GSNSW’s preference is for development within the North West Priority Growth Area (refer to 
Figure 1) to occur ahead of proposals further south in the South West Priority Growth Areas 
(refer to Figure 2), due to the distribution of resources within these priority planning areas.  
 
The main purpose of the following advice is to provide information on the location and 
significance of extractive construction material resources (quarries), to assist in land use 
planning to deliver infrastructure (and housing) material supplies within the greater Sydney’s 
North West Priority Growth Area. 
 
Resource Spatial Data for Land Use Planning 
 
GSNSW notes the Departments (DOP&E) consultation work carried out with Blacktown City 
Council, Hawkesbury City Council and The Hills Shire Council as part of the Implementation 
Plan’s preparation. GSNSW reiterates the purpose of our recently completed NSW State-
wide Mineral Resource Audit (MRA). MRA mapping (non-energy resources only) was 
supplied to all relevant Councils as a data package. The MRA was conducted in accordance 
with Section 117(2) Direction 1.3 – Mining, Petroleum Production and Extractive Industries 
under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. The objective of Section 
117(2) Direction 1.3 is to ensure that access to State and regionally significant mineral, 
construction material and energy resources is not compromised by inappropriate zoning or 
development and to assist in planning for infrastructure. The MRA is also a useful tool for 
strategic land use planning for the construction material supplies required to facilitate 
infrastructure development and maintenance.  
 
The location of the MRA identified sites, for the broader region, are displayed in Figure 1 
which includes an orthorectified image of the North West Sydney Growth Area Status Map.  
 
  



Planning for Construction Material Supplies  
 
Blacktown LGA 
There are three construction material quarries within the North West Priority Growth Area. 
Structural clay and shale is quarried at Schofields to supply an on-site brickworks. A quarry 
and landfill operation at Marsden Park produces clay/shale for use in brickmaking.               
A volcanic neck (diatreme) composed of volcanic breccia that has previously been quarried 
on a small scale is also present within the site and has potential for the production of 
roadbase products. At Rouse Hill, unprocessed construction materials are produced from a 
shale quarry operated by Blacktown City Council for use in roadmaking and as fill. 
 
GSNSW notes that the MRA identified resource comprising Lot 3 DP232574 referred to as 
Schofields Quarry (aka Townsend Rd Quarry) is located within an area identified within the 
North West Sydney Growth Area Status Map as “In Planning/ Released”. GSNSW 
acknowledge the voluntary planning agreement (DOP&E VPA reference 2013/6380 75 
Townsend Rd, Schofields) that has been executed between the quarry operator being CSR 
Building Products and the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure. GSNSW encourages 
maximised resource extraction from this site prior to any future development.  
 
The Hills LGA 
Deposits of Tertiary sand at Maroota and underlying and adjacent deposits of friable 
(weathered) sandstone (which extend into Hornsby Shire) are the major source of 
construction materials within the shire and are currently exploited at a number of sites. 
These operations are an important source of construction sand for the Sydney market. The 
clay content of the sand makes it well-suited for use as mortar sand and these deposits are 
the principal source of mortar sand in the Sydney region. The sand can also be washed to 
remove the clay and yield high quality sand for use in concrete and other applications.  
 
Sandstone is quarried from a site at Cattai and crushed and screened for use as roadbase 
and fill. Production of dimension stone has been proposed from part of this site where 
dimension stone was formerly extracted. Flagging stone is produced from two small quarries 
at Glenorie. The South Maroota area has potential to produce flagging stone and crushed 
sandstone products.  
 
Hawkesbury LGA 
Hawkesbury City contains resources of construction sand, gravel and dimension stone. 
Construction sand and dimension stone are currently produced within the LGA. Large 
undeveloped resources of construction sand and gravel occur at the Richmond Lowlands 
and the valleys of Wrights and Wellums Creeks, near St Albans (sand).  
 
GSNSW notes that with the large Penrith Lakes extraction area (identified in Figure 1) 
ceasing production in mid-2015 and the impending progressive re-development of the 
Kurnell Peninsular, the Sydney Planning Region will require replacement sources of high 
quality construction sand and gravel. The Richmond Lowlands resource represents a major 
undeveloped source of fine/medium construction sand and gravel with the potential to supply 
much of the Sydney Planning Region’s ongoing needs. The Richmond Lowlands resource 
was identified in Sydney Regional Environmental Plan No 9 – Extractive Industry (No 2-
1995) (SREP 9). GSNSW understands the current environmental and social constraints 
associated with this identified resource area. However we emphasise the need to plan for 
alternate (local) sources of construction material to supply Sydney’s growth areas.   
  
Energy Resources  
 
Coal (and CSG) resources are known to exist beneath the North West Priority Growth Area 
however they are at a depth not currently mined in NSW, in the order of 1,000 metres.  Coal 



extraction in this area is likely to remain a longer-term proposition.  It’s not considered likely 
that longwall-mining induced subsidence will be approved in this area, given the existing 
zoning and surface infrastructure, and the pending changes to the Mine Subsidence 
Compensation legislation.  Although the coal resource is potentially of very high value, it is 
not currently under title, and it is unlikely that this area would be considered for extraction in 
the foreseeable future.  In the eventuality that it were to be considered, it would be more 
likely to be restricted to first workings, and/or another low-impact mining method which will 
not induce subsidence 
 
 
Geoscience Information Services  
 
The GSNSW has a range of online data relating to mineral exploration, land use and general 
geoscience topics: 
http://www.resources.nsw.gov.au/geological/online-services 
  
The location of current exploration and mining titles in NSW, explanations of mining and 
production titles and the roles of community and government in the decision making process 
for mining/resource projects may be accessed by the general public using the Common 
Ground website: 
http://www.commonground.nsw.gov.au/#!/ 
 
 
GSNSW hopes your team finds the above information useful for planning purposes within 
the North West Priority Growth Area. Queries and future requests for advice in relation to 
this matter, should be directed to the GSNSW Land Use team at 
landuse.minerals@industry.nsw.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Cressida Gilmore 
Manager - Land Use 
 
  



Figure 1 - 
 

MRA identified sites for construction material supplies to facilitate infrastructure 
development and maintenance. 

 

 
 
 
 
 



Figure 2 - 

 


